Obituary: Clif Levin
BY JASON MICHAEL

Nov. 17, 1947 – July 9, 2019

L

ongtime community activist and
committed volunteer Clif Levin died
July 9. He was 71.
Levin grew up just outside of Detroit in
Oak Park and graduated from Oak Park
High School in 1965. He went on to earn a
bachelor’s degree in psychology from Wayne
State University and finished WSU’s law
school in 1972.
Levin joined
Wayne County
Fr iend of t he
Court as a staff
attorney in
1973. He would
work his way up
to senior staff
attorney during
his tenure and he
remained with the agency for 30 years.
Even while working long hours at his job,
Levin became a tireless volunteer working
for causes he believed in. He volunteered for
Detroit Public Television, the Detroit Zoo and
the Detroit Institute of Arts among others.
“He was such a quintessential volunteer,”
said friend Peter Terence Milne in an online
tribute.
“Always there, always encouraging others
and always ready to step in and help.”
Levin also had a love of theater and was
involved for many years with the Grosse
Pointe Theatre both as an actor and behind
the scenes.
“As I have read the posts from my other
theater friends who knew him, several of us
said, ‘He was in my first show,’” said Elizabeth
Perkin McQuillen on Facebook. “He was in
mine as well. So calming, so encouraging and
wickedly funny.”
Levin was also involved in LGBTQ causes.
He was an early member of the Triangle
Foundation and sat on its board for several
years. He also served as board president of
the Detroit Together Men’s Chorus.
“Clif was an integral part of the DTMC
family for 20 years as a friend, volunteer
and officer,” said a statement released by the
Chorus. “We’ll greatly miss his smile, his
support and his friendship.”
As new of his passing spread, friends took
to Facebook to remember Levin.
“Clif was a decades-long servant to the
community as a leader with the Triangle
Foundation as well as a relentless volunteer,”
said Agustin V. Arbulu, director of the
Michigan Department of Civil Rights. “His
energy and passion and quiet leadership
through action will be missed.”
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Ann Arbor Pride Co-Director Talks Community and Connection

or their friend group.”
Schoch wishes that those attending Ann
Arbor Pride this year are able to take the spirit
of the weekend home with them.
“I hope that this community allows people
to feel comfortable with who they are and ...
explore and expand that community beyond
just Aug. 3 and 4,” he said.

BY ELLEN SHANNA KNOPPOW

Inspiration Born from Tragedy
One year after Joe Schoch attended his first
Ann Arbor Pride, formerly known as OutFest,
he knew he wanted to become actively involved
with the festival and sign up to volunteer. But
it wasn’t just because he had a great experience
at Pride the previous summer.
“Ann Arbor Pride was one of my first
connections into the community and what
it is, and the following year was the Pulse
shooting,” he said. “That event really hit me
hard and I wanted to do something about it.
And so, I tried to focus my energy on creating
safe spaces within our community.”
Schoch said his involvement began as a “dayof ” volunteer and increased over the years
to where he is today: co-director, along with
Leo Cartier.
“The second year I ended up taking over
the kids’ zone and really growing out that
program,” Schoch said. “A part of it, with
building safe communities, I wanted to make
sure it was accessible to everybody. And the
kids’ zone was a really nice, easy, direct way to
make sure that Pride, specifically Ann Arbor’s
Pride, wasn’t just for single people and kind of
the stereotypes that people think of.”
The following year grew into more of a
leadership role for Schoch, and this year, he
said he’s “stepped up” into a position where’s
he’s not only supporting the various committees
and groups but also working with media,
various marketing methods and vendors for
the festival.
In his day job, Schoch works in talent
engagement, so recruiting, networking and
building community relationships are what
he does best. As a volunteer for Ann Arbor
Pride, whose proceeds benefit the Jim Toy
Community Center, he’s using those same
talents to build up the LGBTQ community
in Ann Arbor.
“I think we do a really good job of capturing
the Ann Arbor community,” Schoch said,
and went on to describe the diverse venues,
entertainers and activities designed to appeal
to people of all ages and backgrounds for their
exploration this year.
“My goal then is to hopefully have Pride be
able to live on in our participants’ life where

Special Guests

Joe Schoch

they can find a place to connect and find a
place of community continue to grow that
throughout the year,” he said.

Personal Reflections
As one can imagine, putting on an event
like Ann Arbor Pride is a community effort,
and Schoch said that although it’s a lot of hard
work, it’s fun, too. What especially motivates
him are the behind-the-scenes conversations.
“I get to learn from other people in the
LGBTQ+ community and then take those
experiences and conversations and then really
build on to a bigger event,” Schoch said. “Some
of my favorite conversations are the first-time
companies that are coming in and are trying to
learn more and explore more about what we do.
And when they enter our conversations with
a sense of curiosity and passion that comes
from such a place of love and support — to be
able to see that ... is pretty cool and impactful.”
For Schoch, Pride means many things.
“For me, it’s about visibility, it’s about
acceptance, it’s about community and safe
exploration and then being able to find yourself
as ‘normal,’ or not feel as such an outsider as
some people can feel outside of Pride month,”
he said. “People aren’t as fortunate sometimes
to have an employer that allows you to be ...
your true authentic self in the workplace and
some people don’t feel that way in their family

Schoch said that this year, he’s expecting to
welcome some very special first-time guests
to Ann Arbor Pride: his parents. They’ll be
traveling to the festival from Cleveland and
are planning to finally see what their son is so
passionate about every summer. Schoch said
he’s both excited and a little nervous.
“I acknowledge that this is definitely
something new for them and I really appreciate
their willingness to come,” he said. “This is
something they brought to me and that they
wanted to do. And so, that made me feel really
good, and it made me feel anxious because I
know they’re going to have questions or see
things that they don’t see every day.”
He said that he’s trying to redirect those
anxious thoughts into positive ones.
“And so, I’m really trying to focus that
nervousness and anxiety into: this is a good
thing that’s going to help them understand
me more. And for me, to share this part of
my life with them for the first time is, as you
can imagine, such a wide range of emotions,”
Schoch said. “I’m grateful that I have parents
that are curious and have kind of traveled along
their own journey as allies and I think this is a
pretty cool milestone for that.”
What gave Schoch some encouragement was
remembering an experience at Pride last year:
a teenager who had just come out as queer and
their parents came to Schoch to thank him.
“It made me feel like, well, if someone else
can do it I can do it, too,” he said. “It kind of
goes back to that community thing where it’s
so diverse and means so much. ... To capture all
of those perspectives and all of those emotions
in a weekend-long event is one of the most
difficult but is also one of the most fun and
rewarding challenges I’ve had in my career.”
Visit annarborpride.com to learn more about
volunteering at and attending Ann Arbor Pride.

Judge Allows ACLU to Represent LGBTQ Support Group in School Discrimination Case
BY BTL STAFF

A

federal judge in the Western District
of Michigan granted the American
Civil Liberties Union of Michigan’s
motion to intervene and represent the studentrun, Williamston High School Gay-Straight
Alliance LGBTQ support group in its fight
against school discrimination.
The ACLU filed its motion in March 2018,

after a lawsuit was filed against Williamston
Community Schools for adopting policies
that prohibit discrimination against students
for their sexual orientation, gender identity
or gender expression.
Jay Kaplan, LGBT Project staff attorney for
the ACLU of Michigan, had this reaction:
“We are pleased that the magistrate
recognized the impact that this lawsuit has
on creating a safe learning environment for
LGBTQ students, which is also the mission of

the Williamston Gay-Straight Alliance. LGBTQ
students belong in school, period.”
He added that lawsuits like these pose a
significant threat to equality for LGBTQ people
“particularly in this instance.”
“It’s about students being in a safe and
supportive school environment,” Kaplan said.
“And that’s under threat by this lawsuit, and
that’s why we felt it was important to intervene.”
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