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Obituary: Joy E. Geng
BY JASON A. MICHAEL

July 27, 1944 – June 21, 2020

J
oy Geng, one of the irst out 
employees at Ford and a 
longtime supporter and board 

member of Equality Michigan — 
and its predecessor the Triangle 
Foundation — died Sunday, June 
21. She was 75.

Geng, who lived in Dearborn 
Heights, grew up in Plymouth. 
She graduated from Plymouth 
High School before attending 
Wayne State University where she 
would eventually go on to earn 
an MBA. She began in a starting 
level position at Ford in 1967 and 
moved up as quickly as a woman 
could at that time. Geng grew used 
to keeping her sexual orientation 
a secret on the job.

In 1991 and at the behest of 
her next-door neighbor Henry 
Messer, Geng joined the board of 
the Lesbian and Gay Foundation 
of Michigan, which, only a short 
time later, changed its name to the 
Triangle Foundation.

“Henry kind of bugged me until 
I gave in,” Geng recalled in a 2018 
interview with Between he Lines. 
“I had a more than a full-time job 
at that time and I didn’t have a lot 
of extra time. I had a partner and 
a family. But he got me.”

Geng was an active board 
member and worked especially 
hard in the area of finance, her 
specialty. Still afraid to come 
out on the job, it wouldn’t be 
until 1997, shortly before her 
retirement, that she outed herself 
in a story for the Ford worldwide 
employee newspaper. At the time, 
as manager of Ford’s retirement 
and savings plans, Geng was 
the highest salary grade, active 
management employee to come 
out.

“hat was the time that I knew 
I was ready to risk my job, my life, 
everything for the cause and for the 
young people,” Geng told BTL in 
2005. “I really did it for the young 
people. I had calls and comments 
and letters from people from all 
over the world. I had about 100 
people working for me at that time, 
and I can’t think of one person who 
didn’t acknowledge that.”

Ater retiring from Ford, Geng 

worked even harder for Triangle, 
and found other organizations to 
help out as well devoting countless 
hours to LGBTQ and animal rights 
groups.

“I won’t do it for money,” she 
said. “I do it for the cause.”

W h e n  n o t  w o r k i n g  f o r 
nonprofits, Geng was an avid 
golfer. She also enjoyed gardening 
and being by the water at her 
condo in Oscoda. Though they 
never decided to marry, Geng and 
Maria Winiarski lived as partners 
for 38 years.

“She was hot and had beautiful 
blue eyes,” Winiarski said when 
she recalled what irst attracted her 
to Geng. “She was such a dynamic 
person and I adored how she could 
take control and do anything.”

Kevin McAlpine served as 
director of development with 
Triangle and worked at the agency 
for 10 years.

“Joy had a practical,  no-
nonsense approach to life that I 
appreciated,” he said. “I learned 
a lot from her. She was a great 
mentor to many and did so much 
for the community.”

Paula Merideth served on the 
Triangle board with Geng for 
several years. The two became 
fast friends.

“The thing I will remember 
about Joy the most, and it’s kind 
of universal in her life, is whatever 
she cared about and invested 
herself in she was steadfast. She 
stayed with it her entire life,” 
Merideth said.

Visitation for Geng took place 
Friday, June 26, at the Dearborn 
Chapel of Voran Funeral Home.

Virginia Nondiscrimination Bill Takes Effect
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House Approves Bill to Designate Pulse Nightclub a National Memorial

BY MICHAEL LAVERS

he U.S. House of Representatives 
approved a bill last month that would 
designate the Pulse nightclub as a 
national memorial.

A press release that U.S. Reps. 
Darren Soto, Val Demings, and 
Stephanie Murphy released notes 
House Resolution 3094 “grants a 
federal designation honoring the 49 
lives taken on June 12, 2016, as well 
as the survivors, irst responders and 
the entire Central Florida community.”

Soto, Demings and Murphy are 
Democrats who represent Orlando 
in Congress.

“I am grateful that the House has 
passed our legislation to make the 
Pulse site a national memorial,” said 
Demings. “We will always honor the 
family, friends, and neighbors we 
lost that night. Today, the U.S. House 

moved forward legislation that will 
help to ensure that the memories of 
the victims will always be a part of 
our national identity and that they 
will never be forgotten.”

“Four years ago, we saw the 
atrocious and destructive nature of 
hatred plague our Orlando community 
when 49 lives were taken and 53 
others were injured,” added Soto. “As 
we continue to honor the memory of 
those lost, I am proud to lead the ight 
with Congresswomen Val Demings 
and Stephanie Murphy to designate 
the National Pulse Memorial. Today, 
we remind the world that hate will 
never defeat love, grief can turn 
into strength and that a place of loss 
can become a sanctuary of healing. 
Together, we will continue to open 
minds and hearts. We will make the 
Pulse Memorial a national symbol of 
hope, love and light.”

he onePULSE Foundation, a group 
founded by Pulse owner Barbara Poma 
that is planning to build a permanent 
memorial, on Friday applauded he 
lawmakers who introduced HR 3094.

“ To d a y ,  t h e  H o u s e  o f 
Representatives passed a bill to 
recognize Pulse nightclub as a National 
Memorial Site, reminding the world 
that we will not let hate win,” said the 
onePULSE Foundation in a tweet.

June 12 marked four years since a 
gunman killed 49 people inside the 
nightclub during its Latino night.

he massacre at the time was the 
deadliest mass shooting in modern 
U.S. history.

This article originally appeared in 
the Washington Blade and is made 
available in partnership with the 
National LGBT Media Association.

BY MICHAEL LAVERS

A bill that adds sexual orientation 
and gender identity to Virginia’s 
nondiscrimination law took effect 
on Wednesday.

he Democrat-controlled General 
Assembly earlier this year approved 
the Virginia Values Act. Governor 
Ralph Northam signed it into law on 
April 11.

Republicans, who lost control of 
the General Assembly last November, 
previously blocked efforts to ban 
anti-LGBTQ discrimination in the 

commonwealth. Virginia is the irst 
state in the South to enact these 
protections.

“his victory shows the world that 

with grit, determination, heart and 
purpose, we can achieve the civil rights 
that LGBTQ people need and deserve,” 
said Northam in a video for Global 
Pride, a 24-hour virtual Pride event 
that took place on Saturday.

he Washington Blade will update 
this story.

This article originally appeared in 
the Washington Blade and is made 
available in partnership with the 
National LGBT Media Association.
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