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As a sidenote, Klawiter’s Facebook declaration may 
result in Grandville adopting a comprehensive human rights 
ordinance. Grandville Mayor Steve Maas tells Mlive he’s not 
sure such an action would be supported by the town. 

“That would surprise me if that (had no opposition) in 
Grandville,” Maas said. “We had a lively, vigorous debate 
about whether the library should be open for a bit on Sunday,” 
Maas told the online news outlet. “I don’t think it would be 
bad to have a discussion about it. It’s a discussion that every 

municipality is going to be 
having eventually, unless 
the state decides the issue 
(by amending the civil rights 
law).”

Maas told the outlet he 
thinks a move to adopt such 
a law should be citizen 
in i t ia ted .  That  sounds 
like a huge invitation to 
Grandville’s progressive 
residents to throw caution to 
the wind and start advocating 
for such a law for economic 
as well as common human 
decency. 

Progress Michigan called 
for a boycott of his business 

last Thursday.
“Discriminating against people because of who they are 

or whom they love is wrong — period. That’s true no matter 
what industry we are talking about. It’s time that people 
start taking action not only with their votes and voices, but 
with their wallets,” said Lonnie Scott, executive director of 
Progress Michigan. “We need to show both lawmakers and 
business owners that intolerance will not be welcome in our 
state. In the same way that this business owner shouldn’t be 
threatening the LGBT community with refusal of service, 
we discourage people from threatening the business owner 
for his beliefs. Instead, we would encourage everyone who 
supports the LGBT community to show their solidarity by 
doing business at another establishment.”

And Fortune 500 company Cummins is not pleased with 
Klawiter’s attitude either. Klawiter’s business website 
includes a logo from the company, and the company 
announced on social media last week that it is taking action 
to have Klawiter remove it.

“At Cummins, diversity is a core value. We strive to ensure 
all individuals are treated with dignity and respect throughout 
the company and in the communities where we are located. 
Cummins understands diversity creates stronger and more 
competitive work environments. Additionally, welcoming 
and inclusive communities help attract and retain top talent,” 
Cummins officials wrote on their Facebook page according 
to Mlive.com. “Cummins has a long history of standing up 
for what is right, even in the face of adversity. Our leaders 
championed civil rights in the 1960s, took a stand against 
apartheid in the 1980s and in 2000 began offering domestic 
partner benefits to our employees, despite opposition in our 
community. We have also opposed efforts that were against 
marriage equality in Indiana, Minnesota and at the federal 
level. And this year, we opposed the Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act in Indiana. These measures run counter to 
our values and undermine our ideals of respecting diversity 
and demanding that we treat each other with mutual respect.”

Klawiter, through supporters, refused to be interviewed for 
this story, claiming unfair treatment by the media. 
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Brian Klawiter, owner of Dieseltec 
on Ottawa Avenue in Grandville.

Obituary: Marvin Marks
DETROIT – In the 1960s, Marvin Marks worked as an accountant 

in the metro Detroit area. By the late 70s he was an out, gay, Jewish 
Detroiter meeting with a gay Catholic group called Dignity Detroit. Just 
a few years later, in 1980, he became their treasurer and later president. 

Throughout the 80s Marks served as treasurer of Dignity International. 
He was president of the Wellness Network (later known as AIDS 
Partnership Michigan) from 1983-1986, president of the Detroit Area 
Gay Lesbian Council, founder and president of the Motor City Business 
Forum and the first president of the Forum Foundation.

Marks decided to put his accounting practice in the forefront and, in 
1991, made the announcement to let younger leaders take the helm. “I 
said, ‘OK guys, it’s time for you younger people to get into the trenches. 

I’ve had my tour of duty,’” Marks said in an interview with BTL in 2009. 
“I felt very strongly about it – whatever they’re going to do, let them do 
it. We planted the seeds, let’s see what happens. When I said I’d step 
back and let them be in the trenches, I meant it.”

In 1990, 1991 and 2009 Marvin Marks was honored with the Lifetime 
Achievement Award at the Pride Banquet for his lifelong commitment 
as an LGBT activist. 

Marks passed away April 20, 2015 after a lifetime of giving back to his 
community. He will be remembered for his selflessness and his vigilant 
efforts in expanding and strengthening the Detroit LGBT community. 

A graveside service will be held at his parents’ plot at Machpelah 
Cemetery on Woodward between Eight and Nine Mile Roads, at a time 
and date yet to be determined. Arrangements are being handled by Ira 
Kaufman Chapel. Contact Robert G. Tighe at 586-552-5429 for more 
information. 
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