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Mina Meyer, 1940–2016  
Mina was a Co-Director of 
OLOC and took the lead on 
the Los Angeles Gathering 
in 2008. Although she was 
born in Zwickely, Pennsyl-
vania, and grew up in 
Cleveland, Ohio, she spent 
most of her active life in 
Los Angeles, California. 

In 1971, Mina met Sharon Raphael and 
they spent the next 45 years together in part-
nership both in love and in their life-long battle 
for social justice. They shared interests working 
as gay liberationists and Lesbian feminists. 
Mina received a B.A. and M.A. in Sociology/
Gerontology and wrote the first thesis ever 
completed on the topic of “The Older Lesbian.” 

Mina was Vice President of the Board of 
Directors at the Gay Community Services 
Center in Los Angeles. She created the first 
health clinic for Lesbians at GCSC and recruited 
doctors to help give much needed Pap smears 
and gynecological exams to Lesbians.  

Mina worked for 16 years at Sisterhood 
Bookstore, where Lesbians and feminists 
could exchange ideas and read the current 
publications about women’s lives and how to 
change the world for the better.  

In addition to her work for OLOC, Mina 
was instrumental in creating the groundwork 
that inspired several pioneering conferences 
and gatherings that addressed issues about 
Lesbians growing old. She will be greatly 
missed by all who knew her. 

Toni Langfield, 1935–2016 
A long-time member of OLOC, Toni was 

also a member of Mother Tongue Readers 
Theater where she collaborated with others 
to write and perform theater pieces.  

She was born in Redford Township, a 
suburb of Detroit, but she moved to New 
York City where she married Melvin Baker 
and had four children. After a nervous break-
down, she was hospitalized at Bellevue, 
where a female psychiatrist encouraged her to 
work outside the home as a children’s librarian.  

Toni moved her family to Berkeley, Cali-
fornia, where she worked at the San Francis-
co Public Library before accepting a position 
as librarian at Town School for Boys, a posi-
tion she held for 24 years. 

After her divorce, Toni came out as a 
Lesbian and met her partner, Carly Rivers. 
For over 20 years, they traveled, partied, 
worked, wrote scripts, mailed out newslet-
ters, networked, and socialized all around the 
country with the women’s community. She 
was adventurous and enjoyed hiking in 
Yosemite and watching Sandhill cranes in 
the California Delta. She is greatly missed by 
family and friends. 

Polly Taylor, 1929–2016 
Polly was an active member 
of OLOC for many years. She 
was also one of the founders 
and editors of Broomstick 
Magazine. Polly died on her 
own terms, in her own home, 
just as she  wished. She was  

surrounded by her friends and her favorite 
caregiver when she quietly slipped away. 

Memorials 

Paij Wadley-Bailey, 1939–2016 
Just as The Reporter was going to press, we learned that Paij died on 
August 18, 2016, in Montpelier, Vermont. On the day before her death, 
friends and family attended a big celebration of her life, which she was 
able to enjoy. One was also held in June when she began the dying 
process. We’ve heard that both were fabulous. She was one of our 
newest Steering Committee members. We are very sorry to 
lose her and will have a full memorial in the next issue.   At the celebration  
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