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BY ChaRLES aLExanDER

Parting Glances
Then and Now

Moles, motes, migraines
BY ChaRLES aLExanDER

There’s an old saying about making a mountain out of a mole 
hill. Another about removing the beam from your own eye before 
demanding your neighbor remove the mote from his.

I have a theory, born of the experience that generally, but not 
always, comes with age. No it’s not: if only I could do it over, I’d 
do things differently (now that I have to pay the Pied Piper for the 
jaunty tunes I’ve fox trotted to.)

It’s a simple theory: we frequently create problems that are 
seemingly major – but actually are also seemingly manageable – 
if we keep working at them, and working at them, and working 
at them – in order not to have to deal with a big problem that has 
the appearance of being insurmountable. (It not infrequently is. 
Viagra helps.)

Let me consider dealing with A,B, and C. I may have a 
headache that comes and goes, but, God knows that X, Y, and Z, 
subset 1, 2, and 3 is a major migraine showing no sign of letting 
up in the near or distant future.

In this country we go to war on foreign soils – spending 
billions of dollars, in the process killing thousands of people, some 
militant, most innocent, our own and others – perhaps because 
the one insurmountable problem here where we live is dealing 
with – take your pick – crime, poverty, overpopulation, abuse of 
environment, failure of education, drugs, lack of meaningful health 
care, aging. All of the above?

Singly or collectively insurmountable? Or just seemingly so? 
It depends upon whom one asks. What politician and/or political 
party one confronts for answers. (And whether that senator, 
congressman, mayor, council member, or dog catcher is seeking 
reelection.)

Consider as egregious example: our major adversaries. Those 
who advocate keeping DADT in place, holding tight without 
budging on DOMA, insisting on employing discredited quack 
reparative therapy for LGBT youth, overwhelmingly working 
to ensure that any civil rights won for us at the ballot box be 
rescinded; by hook, crook, or crucifix.

These of the Fundamentalist (frequently, but not always 
evangelical) tribe of zealots – fundygelicals, Rebiblicans – keep 
attacking us gays because, well, when it comes down to it, 
confronting us, often to the point of day in, day out, 365, 24/7 
obsession – keeps a bigger Biblical bugaboo at bay. Yea, verily! 
What if...

Those on the religious right are faced with a multitude of 
pressures that weren’t present when the Puritan-steeped, Calvin-
predestined, Southern Baptist-endorsed, “the Bible is free of all 
error;”  “the world is 6000 years old;” “if you’re not a born-again 
believer, you’ll turkey roast it in Hell forever,” got going full tilt 
in the latter half of the 19th Century. Amen! Selah!

It’s a new hand-held ballgame, and what’s being hand held 
is not the Bible (in spite of 125 “specialty bibles” being a million 
dollar industry – with the once sacrosanct  Zondervan Publishing 
Company now owned by Murdoch). It’s the Internet, with access 
to “revelations” undreamed of in biblical times.

What if the earth is several billions of years old? What if 
evolution is true? Creation Science, a pseudo science? What if the 
X-rated sites are being viewed by – Heaven forfend! – Christian 
believers? What if Rev. Fred Phelps gives the lie to the gospel of 
Jesus? What if muslims are making headway in America?

What if mega-churches are swallowing up smaller churches? 
What if missionaries are not welcome in India and China? What if 
wily televangelists and faith healers are exposed as frauds? What if 
fifty percent of church-sanctioned marriages end in divorce? What 
if our kids need Hard Rock Gospel to convert? What if ... What if ...

Jesus doesn’t come. (But gays usually do?) 

Charles@pridesource.com  Have a rainbow day!

DADT dies for good Sept. 20
Military certifies its readiness to offically repeal 
ban on openly gay and lesbian service members

President Barack Obama signs the certification stating the statutory requirements for repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” have been met in the Oval 
Office on July 22. Offical repeal will take effect in 60 days on Sept. 20 of this year. Pictured from left: Brian Bond, Deputy Director of the Office of 
Public Engagement; Kathleen Hartnett, Associate Counsel to the President; Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta; Kathryn Ruemmler, Counsel to 
the President; Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Admiral Mike Mullen; and Vice President Joe Biden. Official White House Photo by Pete Souza.

BY REx wOCknER

“Don’t Ask Don’t Tell,” the military 
gay ban, will be fully and permanently 
dead on Sept. 20.

It already can’t be enforced against 
active-duty troops, courtesy of the 9th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals.

But on July 22, military readiness 
to implement Congress’ repeal of the ban 
was certified by Defense Secretary Leon 
Panetta; Adm. Michael Mullen, chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; and President 
Barack Obama, setting in motion a 60-day 
waiting period until the policy is history.

The certification confirms that the 
armed forces’ implementation of the 
repeal and the transition to open service 
will not affect “military readiness, 
military effectiveness, unit cohesion, 
and recruiting and retention of the armed 
forces,” Panetta said.

“The final countdown to repeal begins 
today,” said Servicemembers Legal Defense 
Network Executive Director Aubrey Sarvis, 
who urged Obama to now issue an executive 
order banning anti-gay discrimination and 
harassment in the military.

“Signing legislation that allows for 
repeal of ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ was 
necessary but it is not sufficient for ensuring 
equality in the military,” Sarvis said. 
“It’s critical that gay and lesbian service 
members have the same avenues for 
recourse as their straight counterparts when 
it comes to harassment and discrimination.”

SLDN also promised to advocate 
for legally married service members 
to receive the same benefits as their 
straight counterparts, and to assist veterans 
in correcting or upgrading discharge 
paperwork.

U.S. Rep. Tammy Baldwin, D-Wis., 

an open lesbian, said people victimized by 
DADT now deserve an apology.

“I remember and honor the service 
of all the courageous lesbian and gay 
members of our armed forces who have 
been required to live a lie so that they can 
serve our country, or have been discharged 
because of who they are,” Baldwin said. 
“These patriotic Americans deserve our 
thanks and our apologies.”

President Obama issued this statement:
“Today, we have taken the final major 

step toward ending the discriminatory 
‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ law that undermines 
our military readiness and violates American 
principles of fairness and equality. In 
accordance with the legislation that I signed 
into law last December, I have certified and 
notified Congress that the requirements for 
repeal have been met. ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell’ will end, once and for all, in 60 days 
– on September 20, 2011.

“As Commander in Chief, I have 
always been confident that our dedicated 
men and women in uniform would transition 
to a new policy in an orderly manner that 
preserves unit cohesion, recruitment, 
retention and military effectiveness. 
Today’s action follows extensive training 
of our military personnel and certification 
by Secretary Panetta and Admiral Mullen 
that our military is ready for repeal. As of 
September 20th, service members will no 
longer be forced to hide who they are in 
order to serve our country. Our military 
will no longer be deprived of the talents and 
skills of patriotic Americans just because 
they happen to be gay or lesbian.

“I want to commend our civilian and 
military leadership for moving forward in 
the careful and deliberate manner that this 
change requires, especially with our nation 
at war. I want to thank all our men and 

women in uniform, including those who 
are gay or lesbian, for their professionalism 
and patriotism during this transition. 
Every American can be proud that our 
extraordinary troops and their families, 
like earlier generations that have adapted to 
other changes, will only grow stronger and 
remain the best fighting force in the world 
and a reflection of the values of justice and 
equality that define us as Americans.”

Panetta issued a statement which said, 
in part: “All men and women who serve this 
nation in uniform – no matter their race, 
color, creed, religion or sexual orientation 
– do so with great dignity, bravery and 
dedication. As secretary of defense, I am 
committed to promoting an environment 
free from personal, social or institutional 
barriers that prevent service members from 
rising to the highest level of responsibility 
that their talents and capabilities warrant. 
They put their lives on the line for America, 
and that’s what really matters. Thanks to 
the professionalism and leadership of the 
U.S. military, we are closer to achieving the 
goal that is at the foundation of America – 
equality and dignity for all.”

A statement from Mullen said: 
“Certification does not mark the end of 
our work. Ready though we are, we owe 
it to ourselves and to the nation we defend 
to continue to train the remainder of the 
joint force, to monitor our performance as 
we do so, and to adjust policy where and 
when needed. My confidence in our ability 
to accomplish this work rests primarily on 
the fact that our people are capable, well-led 
and thoroughly professional. I have never 
served with finer men and women. They 
will, I am certain, carry out repeal and 
continue to serve this country with the same 
high standards and dignity that have defined 
the U.S. military throughout our history.”

Equality Michigan names executive director
Denise Brogan-Kator has served as interim executive director for six months

Newly appointed Executive Director of Equality 
Michigan Denise Brogan-Kator. Photo supplied 
by Equality Michigan.

Equality Michigan, the statewide 
gay and transgender advocacy and anti-
violence organization, is pleased to 
announce that Denise Brogan-Kator has 
been appointed to the role of executive 
director after six months of serving as 
the interim executive director. Praise 
for her selection came from around the 
community and across the state.

“Denise is a skilled leader who will 
continue to provide strategic direction for 
the organization,” said Dr. Dennis Jacobs, 
Equality Michigan board chair. “We are 
grateful that she is willing to continue 
serving Michigan’s gay and transgender 
community in this capacity. Under her 
leadership, I am confident that we will 
continue building a strong movement for 
fairness and equality.”

Equality Michigan is the result of 
a 2010 merger between the Triangle 
Foundation and Michigan Equality, two 
advocacy organizations.

“We need strong leadership to deal 
with ongoing threats to our liberty and our 
lives," said Former Triangle Foundation 
Executive Director Jeff Montgomery. 
The appointment of Denise Brogan-
Kator as executive director provides 
stability and credibility to an organization 
with deep roots and a proven record 
of accomplishments protecting and 
promoting the safety and respect of 
Michigan’s LGBT communities.”

Brogan-Kator brings a mix of 
extensive business experience and more 
than fifteen years of activism to her 
position. A Navy veteran, Brogan-Kator 
prepared for her business career by earning 
a bachelor’s degree in accounting and 
an M.B.A. From there, her career grew 
through a series of promotions until she 
became the vice president of finance with 
a Florida medical products company. She 
was terminated from that position because 

she is transgender.
Brogan-Kator’s activism began in 

the mid-1990s when she co-founded 
a national organization that worked to 
promote transgender equality. While at 
the University of Michigan Law School, 
she contributed to a major change in the 
university’s bylaws to add gender identity 
and gender expression to its existing 
non-discrimination protections. After 
completing her Juris Doctor in 2006, 
Brogan-Kator and her spouse founded 
Rainbow Law Center, which assists gay 
and transgender individuals with the 
many legal complications that result from  
unequal protection under Michigan law. 
She has also served on the boards of the 
Jim Toy Community Center and the former 
Triangle Foundation. She was the recipient 
of the Pride Banquet Committee’s Choice 
Award for “outstanding contributions to 
the LGBT community” in 2009.

Brogan-Kator is succeeding former 
Executive Director Alicia Skillman, who 
stepped down from the role at the end of 
2010 and had this to say of Brogan-Kator’s 
selection: “Denise is an excellent choice 
to lead Equality Michigan. She has a great 
understanding of Michigan's needs. Denise 
is a strategist and will be very thoughtful 
in leading us to equality.”

Colette Seguin Beighley, Director 
of the LGBT Resource Center at Grand 
Valley State University, said “Denise 
is a woman of high integrity who is 
a passionate fighter for justice. I look 
forward to continuing the work for equality 
under her leadership. Congratulations to 
the board for this selection – it makes 
Equality Michigan the first statewide 
LGBT organization in the country with a 
transgender executive director.”

“I am excited about the opportunity 
to move equality forward with our 
talented team, and humbled by the support 

I’ve received,” said Brogan-Kator in a 
statement after her appointment. “My 
focus is to end legal workplace and housing 
discrimination in Michigan by bringing our 
antiquated state nondiscrimination law 
in line with those states that understand 
that equality for all is central to being 
competitive. I know what it is like to lose 
a job after you’ve performed well; I know 
what it is like to hear homophobic and 
transphobic slurs; I know what it’s like to 
nearly lose my children in the legal system; 
I know what it's like to feel unsafe walking 
with my partner – all for no reason other 
than who I am.”

“I am committed to doing my part to 
end such ignorance and bias. I sincerely 
believe that Michigan is better than this 
and that once the public truly knows us 
and knows our stories, people will join in 
our mission to achieve full equality and 
respect for our community and that all of 
Michigan will be better for it.”

David Blair found dead 
Detroit poet, singer and songwriter was only 41
BY taRa CaVanaUGh

The last time David Blair spoke 
with BTL in 2009, Michael Jackson had 
just died. 

The death of the King of Pop, grieved 
by fans around the world, hit Blair – 
who authored a poetry anthology about 
Jackson – especially hard. BTL writer Chris 
Azzopardi captured Blair in mourning, 
writing “‘Whoever thought Michael Jackson 
would die?’ the 39-year-old asks, as if the 
artist was – or should've been – immortal.”

Blair’s friends, family and admirers 
now find themselves asking the same 
question. Blair, a renowned poet, singer 
and songwriter, was found dead this past 

weekend. The Metro Times reports no foul 
play is suspected, but heat stroke may have 
been the cause of his death.

Blair, who was born in New Jersey but 
lived in Detroit since the 1990s, was a prolific 
artist. He earned a National Poetry Slam 
Champion title, performed with Urban Folk 
Collective and The Boyfriends, and taught 
poetry and songwriting in Detroit Public 
Schools. Performances took him throughout 
the U.S., Russia, Europe and South Africa. 

Blair was also a 2010 Callaloo Fellow, 
a 2009 Seattle Haiku Slam Champion and 
the recipient of Seattle’s 2007 BENT 
Mentor Award for LGBT Writers. He was 
named Best Urban Folk Poet by Detroit's 
Metro Times and Best Folk Artist by Real 

Detroit Weekly.
H i s  f i r s t  b o o k  o f  p o e t r y, 

“Moonwalking,” about the life of Jackson, 
hit shelves in April 2010.  

“What interests me about (Jackson's) 
life – and about writing about him – is 
that everything that he is calls to mind 
a discussion of race, gender, sexuality, 
poverty, stardom, rags-to-riches and age,” 
Blair told BTL in 2009. “He’s a very 
American figure. I don't think that all that 
Michael Jackson is could've been produced 
anywhere else in the world but right here.”

Blair was also well-known for his 
poem, “Detroit (while I was away),” 
which he  performed at  the  2009 
TEDxDetroit conference.

Ruth Ellis Center lands $110,000 
grant to enhance street outreach

HIGHLAND PARK– Ruth Ellis Center, the Midwest’s only 
organization solely dedicated to serving homeless, at-risk and 
runaway lesbian, gay, bi-attractional, transgender or questioning 
youth, is receiving a $110,000 grant from the McGregor Fund 
to enhance its street outreach program. The 18-month grant will 
fund the Center’s efforts to evaluate the program and remodel it 
to be more effective and sustainable for the future.

“One of the Ruth Ellis Center’s greatest challenges is meeting 
youth where they are in the community, which for the young people 
we serve, can include on the streets or in parks and abandoned 
buildings where they are living,” said Laura Hughes, Ruth Ellis 
Center executive director. “The McGregor Fund’s grant will 
support our ability to create an outreach infrastructure that allows 
us to better serve the youth and will also make us more competitive 
for state and national street outreach funding streams.”

The grant will support the center’s efforts to maximize its 
outreach to youth through one-on-one outreach and the social 
networking platforms that youth utilize for survival. The center 
has historically benefitted from the natural referrals networks 
that LGBTQ homeless and runaway youth utilize to take care 
of each other. Ensuring that the street outreach uses the social 
platforms will be critical to reaching LGBTQ homeless youth 
who are primarily categorized as couch surfers and the least likely 
to utilize shelters or runaway assistant lines. 

The McGregor Fund is a private foundation established in 
1925 to “relieve the misfortunes and promote the well-being of 
mankind.” The foundation awards grants to organizations in human 
services, education, health care, arts and culture and public benefit. 

Community Foundation’s 
HOPE Fund launches media 
partnership to promote growing 
LGBT leadership of color

DETROIT– The Community Foundation for Southeast 
Michigan announced Tuesday a unique media partnership 
between Issue Media Group and Between The Lines. Aimed 
at highlighting local LGBT leaders of color, the partnership is 
supported by The HOPE Fund’s Racial Equity Initiative. 

The first step in the partnership is the wide release and 
distribution of a HOPE Fund-produced short film called “Growing 
Leadership.” Over the last several years, The HOPE Fund has 
made grants to several organizations serving LGBT people of 
color. The film focuses on the leaders of these organizations and 
what it takes to incite and inspire others to make the region a 
more welcoming place.  

“There is exciting momentum within the region’s LGBT 
community, in great part due to the growing base of leaders 
serving communities of color,” said Allan D. Gilmour, chair of 
the Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan and co-chair 
of The HOPE Fund. “The HOPE Fund is very pleased to release 
this film, which highlights several of our Racial Equity Initiative 
grantees and their leadership philosophies and experiences.”

The 3-minute film is available at both www.modeldmedia.
com and www.pridesource.com 

Subsequent to the film, BTL and Issue Media Group (parent 
company of Model D Media and MetroMode) will showcase a 
number of LGBT leaders of color through written and video 
interviews over the coming year.  

This activity builds on a series of activities by The HOPE 
Fund over the last four years to help build the capacity of LGBT 
people of color communities through its Racial Equity Initiative.

Created in 1994, The HOPE Fund of the Community 
Foundation for Southeast Michigan exists to strengthen and 
empower organizations that serve the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender communities, by supporting important charitable 
activities in southeast Michigan and by encouraging individuals 
to consider what they can do with their personal philanthropy. 
Since its inception, more than $1.3 million in grants have been 
made through the Foundation’s HOPE Fund. The HOPE Fund 
also helps people carry out their charitable wishes to benefit the 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender communities.




