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First Comes Love, 
Then Comes Marriage
 BY SHELBY CLARK

It’s February: that means groundhogs, blizzards, and romance. For 
those looking to postpone their Valentine’s Day festivities until grass is 
poking through the snow, start planning for Between the Lines’ Annual 
Wedding Expo on April 12.

This year’s Wedding Expo’s got a few differences, the key one being 
a new, larger location. Moving from Livonia’s Marriott to the much larger 
Southfield Civic Pavilion, BTL’s fourth annual Expo will also be titled 
“The Ultimate LGBT Wedding & Anniversary Expo.”

Open to LGBT and allies, the expo is a fantastic opportunity to find 
inclusive religious services and officiants, LGBT and LGBT-friendly 
bakers and DJs and more. The Expo moved to a larger location in order 
to accommodate more couples, vendors, presentations and activities.

Editor-in-Chief of BTL, Susan Horowitz, is very excited about this 
year’s expo, particularly with changes on the horizon. “With the DeBoer 
case being heard at the end of February, and federal tax changes 
accommodating same-sex marriage, now is the time for LGBT 
Michiganders to think about getting married. The Expo is a perfect 
place to start getting ideas for not only a future Michigan wedding, 
but also to find LGBT and LGBT-friendly vendors for other events, like 
birthdays, anniversaries, and more.”

Previous BTL Wedding Expos have been huge hits, with numbers of 
attendees growing each year. Almost like a wedding in itself, the Expo 
consists of free food, dancing, and opportunities for alcohol. There will 
be a full runway fashion show, 

Vendor opportunities are still available for this year’s expo. Prices 
for booth rentals begin at $395, and each 10x10 exhibit space includes 
draping, table, two chairs, and a listing in BTL’s Special Wedding Guide 
out the week of the Expo. Vendor applications are available on the BTL 
expo website (www.btlweddingexpo.com); submit all forms to Pride 
Source Media Group, 20222 Farmington Road, Livonia.

This year’s Gold sponsors include Star Trax Event Productions in 
Ferndale and C & N Party Rentals of Royal Oak. Silver sponsors include 
Five 15 in Royal Oak and B. Ella Bridal in Plymouth. Scores of vendors 
have already signed up including florists, photographers, caterers, 
lawyers, adoption agencies, bridal shops, tuxedo rentals, banquet halls, 
hotels, officiants….and the list goes on!

The Wedding Expo will run 12-6 p.m. on Sunday, April 12 at the 
Southfield Civic Pavilion, 26000 Evergreen Road, Southfield. For more 
information, visit www.btlweddingexpo.com or e-mail Jan Stevenson 
at janstevenson@pridesource.com.

For further information on the wedding expo, visit www.
btlweddingexpo.com.

EXPO COMING

Community Mourns Loss Of Ground Breaking Leader
BY TODD HEYWOOD

LANSING – The HIV and AIDS 
Service Organization community is 
mourning the loss of Kaye McDuffie. 
McDuffie, 59, passed away this week 
from undisclosed causes. A memorial 
service was held Saturday at the Riley 
Funeral Home, 426 W. St. Joseph St, 
Lansing.

Jake Distel, executive director of 
the Lansing Area AIDS Network, 
where McDuffie worked as an early 
intervention prevention specialist, said 
he was crushed by her loss. He said 
McDuffie had come to be not only a 
mentor to him, and countless others, but 
also a “cherished” friend.

“It was as clear then as it is now, 
that the level of Kaye’s compassion, 
integrity, and honesty were unmatched. 
Her commitment to social justice was 
unwavering and she actively battled 
the ugliness of HIV stigma, racism, 

homophobia, and all forms of social 
prejudice,” Distel said in an email 

to Between the 
Lines. “She has 
impacted my life 
in ways that she 
w a s  p r o b a b l y 
unaware of. More 
importantly the 
l o s s  o f  K a y e 
M c D u f f i e  t o 
o u r  s h a r e d 
communities is 
profound.”
Distel noted that 

McDuffie had mentored many young 
people, introducing them to a world 
where compassion would overcome 
hatred, indifference and fear.

One of those young people was Becky 
McKendry, who volunteered at the 
Lansing Area AIDS Network when she 
was a teenager.

“Kaye always made me feel like my 

thoughts or ideas were valuable, and I 
will never be able to explain how much 
that meant to me. Especially at that 
time in my life. She genuinely helped 
me on my path to becoming a happy, 
healthy and focused adult. It was totally 
commonplace for her to stay late after 
work and a five-minute chat in the 
parking lot would turn into a hour or 
more, or a little walk around the building, 
while she asked me about my future, my 
writing and that sort of thing,” McKendy 
said in an email to BTL. “And maybe this 
is the best way to put it into perspective: 
by all accounts, I absolutely should have 
been a tertiary character in her life. Just 
some kid who volunteered at her job for a 
little while. And still, in the small amount 
of time we did have together, she made 
such an incredible impact on me and my 
self-esteem. I have never been able (and 
would never have been able) to thank her 
enough for that.”

Movement Assessment Report Out
 BY LISA KEEN

Keen News Service
An independent think tank that studies 

the progress of the movement on equal 
rights for LGBT people released its latest 
report last week, and the assessment is a 
surprising “mixed.” 

T h e  M o v e m e n t 
Advancement Project’s 
“ M o m e n t u m  R e p o r t ” 
acknowledges 
“unprecedented progress” 
towards marriage equality 
in the past two years but 
notes that, while 17 states 
allow same-sex couples to 
marry, 33 don’t. And progress on 
other issues of importance to the 
LGBT movement, such as bullying 
and employment discrimination, “have 
slowed significantly.”

“In fact, over half of U.S. states 
lack even the basic laws protecting 
LGBT people from discrimination 
in housing, employment and public 
accommodations,” notes MAP, a Denver-
based group whose work is funded by 
13 foundations and LGBT supporters, 
including the Gill Foundation, the 
Ford Foundation, the David Geffen 
Foundation, and James Hormel. 

“The fact is, most states have passed 
few or no laws protecting LGBT people,” 
states the report. “In the spirit of Charles 
Dickens’ famous line, ‘It was the best 
of times, it was the worst of times,’ the 

remarkable progress of recent years in 
some states has obscured the fact that in 
a majority of states, LGBT people still 
are treated under the law as second-class 
citizens.”

The report divides the states into 
three categories: “High Equality” states 

(20 plus D.C.), “Medium Equality” 
states (2-Wisconsin and Indiana), and 
“Low Equality” states. The “High 
Equality” states include California, 
Illinois, Massachusetts, and New York. 
The “Low Equality” states include 
Arizona, Florida, Michigan, and Texas.

The report said momentum favors 
continued progress in marriage equality, 
in large part because public opinion 
polls show a growing percentage 
of Americans accept the fairness of 
allowing same-sex couples to marry. But 
it noted that, despite the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s landmark decision striking down 
the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA), 
the availability of benefits involving 
certain federal agencies –Social Security, 
Medicaid, and Medicare, to name three 
big ones—remains “unclear.”

The report also noted “real progress” 
in fighting discrimination through 
local government ordinances and 
major employer policies. It noted that 
188 local governments in states with 
no sexual orientation discrimination 
protection now prohibit discrimination 

based on sexual orientation, as 
does 91 percent of Fortune 500 
corporations.

Highlights
Among the more interesting 

facts included in the report this 
year are:

• every state but one has an openly 
LGBT elected official;

• there are more than one million 
LGBT veterans; 71,000 are serving in 
the military currently;

• there are about 140,000 transgender 
veterans;

• only 21 states and D.C. have 
“unambiguous laws” allowing same-
sex couples to adopt children;

• 20 percent of hate crimes reported 
by law enforcement agencies to the FBI 
in 2012 involved sexual orientation bias; 

• three times as many people between 
the ages of 18 and 29 self-identify as 
LGBT compared to people 65 and 
older; and

• “the number of regular and recurring 
LGBT characters on broadcast network 
television reached its highest point in 
five years during the 2012-13 season.” 

“The fact is, most states have passed 
few or no laws protecting LGBT people,”

Kaye McDuffie

New Location At Southfield Civic Center For April 12 
Event Includes Dance Floor, Fashion Show ...
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