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Transgender Film &
Presentation at LCC
by Frank Vaco, LAHR Board Member
You will want to see this 23 minute film
which is about the Joy of Authenticity
as trans children and their families along
with a spectrum of ages of other trans
persons share their touching stories
about their own journeys from despair
and loss to the joy of claiming and
becoming who they were meant to be.
Everyone welcome!!!

Equality Band of Michigan performing at the 2010 Michigan Pride parade.

Equality Band Preparing for 2011
Pride Events
by Gary Hicks
The Equality Band of Michigan, a statewide LGBT band, is
resuming rehearsals to prepare for 2011 Pride events across the
state. Last year, the band performed at Motor City Pride in Ferndale,
Michigan Pride in Lansing (see picture), and West Michigan Pride in Grand Rapids. The
band is planning to perform at these same Pride events in June.
The band welcomes musicians of all skill levels and rehearses in Lansing at
Everybody Reads bookstore. If you are interested in joining the band, contact Gary
Hicks at 525-1732 or Bill Beachler at 337-1419 for more information.

LCC Scholarship Story

The Lansing Community College Gay
Straight Alliance, Lansing Association
for Human Rights, with speakers from
Transgender Michigan, brings two
showings to Lansing. March 4, 2011 at
4pm in Gannon Building Room 262,
LCC Main Campus on Shiawassee
and Capital. Plus another showing on
Transgender day of Visibility on March
31. Email Frank Vaca lccgsasecretary@
yahoo.com for more information.
It’s a free viewing but donations are
suggested for the Betsy Lou Robson
Scholarship!!
When is it a gay boi with a diagnosis
of gender confusion and when it is a
transgender living their own life? This
(Continued on page 4)

Returned Mail

by Bill Beachler, Publisher
The following is the story about the Betsy Lou Robson
Scholarship at LCC, as promised in the January and February
newsletters, LAHR President, Penny Gardner, has a good
friend Billie, who sent Penny a note suggesting someone contact
Betsy’s brother, because “He has an interesting story to tell about
how this happened!” Billie was Betsy’s neighbor. Betsy and her family chose to
live private lives; however, after Betsy’s death, her sister and family decided to use
money from Betsy’s will to establish the scholarship.

Unfortunately we had a problem
at the Post Office and some
of our mail was returned to
sender. This problem has been
corrected and our P.O. Box 6565
is now working. Sorry for any
inconvenience this may have
caused.

(Continued on page 3)
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Scholarship
(Continued from page 1)

Penny sent the information to me suggesting we include
it in The LGBT News and that I contact Betsy’s brother.
I did contact her brother in Petoskey and we had a very
enjoyable conversation about Betsy, their family and the
scholarship. It didn’t take long during the conversation
for me to realize the many things we all shared in
common and how grateful I was for making that phone
call.
Back in 1973 Betsy and her brother both started to
work as bus drivers for CATA. It’s interesting that
Michigan’s public transportation program began in
1972, CATA was one of the original agencies and I
began my lifetime career helping create the program.
Bus drivers are the essence of public transportation
and Betsy was one of the best. Bus drivers are trained
to provide service to their riders and that is exactly
what Betsy did for the next almost 30 years. Many
of Betsy’s riders were students at LCC. Not only did
Betsy provide excellent service to her riders, but she
would listen to their problems and help them in any
way she could. This included offering them a place to
live.

feel pride in who they are rather than shame like many of
us felt while growing up.” Having grown up in rural Iowa,
I felt the need to maintain my privacy until 1996, using
the name D. Bill Haines for my LGBT activities. Similar
to the LCC scholarship, the MSU Pride Scholarship gives
preference to first year MSU students and candidates should
demonstrate academic achievement and involvement with or
contributions to the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender
community. The Pride Scholarship rewards people for who
they are, rather than shames them.
Now that the Betsy Lou Robson Scholarship Fund has
been established, it is now important, just like the Pride
Scholarship Fund, to grow the fund. If you appreciate this
excellent community college in the greater Lansing area, you
are encouraged to make a donation to the Betsy Lou Robson
Scholarship Fund. For more information on applying for
scholarships or donating to this Fund, please contact Peggy
Hellwig at the Lansing Community College Foundation at
483-1989 or hellwigm@lcc.edu.
I asked Betsy’s brother for a comment about the scholarship
and he stated, “It’s a great contribution to Betsy and she
would have loved it!” May God bless Betsy’s family for
their courage, wisdom and contribution which will continue
forever to help the students of LCC.

Due to health problems, Betsy had to retire from her
job at CATA in 2001. I told her brother that if he
and/or his family ever made it to Saugatuck, that he
should stop in at the William Beachler Rest Area, read
the plaque about Michigan public transportation and
be proud of the contribution that he and Betsy made as
bus drivers, which is why that plaque is there.
Upon Betsy’s death, the family discussed the
possibility of establishing a scholarship fund at LCC.
This was a difficult decision for the family due to the
private lives Betsy and the family lived. Betsy was
a former student at LCC and the family decided to
establish the Betsy Lou Robson Scholarship Fund in
Betsy’s memory.
Recipients of the scholarship must reside in the
Lansing Community College district; be lesbian,
bisexual, gay or transgender; be under the age of 25;
and demonstrate financial need. Preference will be
given to applicants who have prior involvement with a
LBGT advocacy group.
I told Betsy’s brother that I certainly could relate to
their desire to maintain their privacy and informed
him that I had created a very similar scholarship at
MSU – the Pride Scholarship Fund. If you check
out the LAHR Web site at www.lahronline.org and
click on the February, 2009 newsletter, my profile
states the following, “I made a promise to establish a
scholarship fund, so future young LGBT people could
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Empower Yourselves

Health body, mind and spirit
doesn’t have to cost an arm and a leg.

Yoga
Tai Chi
Salsa dancing
Donations-only, Community-driven
Full schedule at: www.justbyoga.com
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