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Dorothy Hoogterp 
Dorothy (Terpie) Hoogterp was 90 when 

she died on July 3, 2007. 
Dorothy served on the OLOC Steering 

Committee in the early 90s. Arden Eversmeyer 
remembers: “Terpie hosted the SC in Lansing 
in April 1994.” A daughter, at a post-funeral 
gathering, said that Terpie was 76 when she 
came out.

Terpie was a registered nurse, a worker for 
the rights of all people, a peace activist, a poet, 
and mother of 13 children, all of whom survive 
her. She was active in the civil rights struggle 
of the 1960s, and became an advocate for the 
rights of the poor, gay people, prison inmates, 
students, the mentally ill, and women. 

Her Lesbian daughter, Angie, said her 
mother was getting a bit bored after her 90th 
birthday and told Angie she was going to 
enroll in college full time. She died with 11 of 
her children surrounding her, singing “We Shall 
Overcome.”'

Janá La Gasa 
Janá (Virginia) La Gasa was 68 when she 

died in Tacoma, WA. on July 22, 2007. 
Janá enjoyed gatherings and 

celebrations.  She discovered OLOC when she 
turned 60 and attended several national gath-
erings.  She was the motivating force in the 
establishment of the new WA State chapter 
of OLOC and had begun working on the 
National OLOC Steering Committee as a provi-
sional member.

Janá was a staunch and active sup-
porter of fair and equal legal and societal 
treatment for all people. Her career included 
work for several social service agencies

Janá received many special awards and 
honors, and displayed many of them on her 
bulletin board along with treasured pictures of 
her family and many friends.   

She worked hard and at first alone to 
establish "Pride At Work" as part of the AFL-CIO 
union and to gain non-discrimination clauses 
in the WA Federation of State Employees' con-
stitution.  

 We will miss Janá outspoken, no-
nonsense approach to civil rights activism.  She 
leaves a solid legacy of work on which to build 
a more compassionate, peaceful and just 
future for all of us. 
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    It's not how much you do but how much 
love you put into the doing that matters.
             Mother Teresa

    I do not understand how anyone can live 
without one small place of enchantment 
to turn to.               Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings




